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Ph.D. Program in Egyptology 
 

Preparation:  It is advisable to acquire a reading knowledge of French and German before beginning the 
study of Egyptian. 
 
Course Requirements:  Students qualifying for admission of candidacy for the Ph.D. in Egyptology 
should have taken the following courses or done equivalent work by the time they take the four-year 
examination.  Some of the work can, of course, be taken as an undergraduate. 
 
Course number and 
Quarter Completed 
 
____________________  Introduction to Middle Egyptian-1 
____________________  Introduction to Middle Etyptian-2 
____________________  Middle Egyptian Texts-1 
____________________  Middle Egyptian Texts-2 
____________________  Introduction to Hieratic 
____________________  Introduction to Old Egyptian 
____________________  Introduction to Coptic 
____________________  Coptic Texts 
____________________  Introduction to Late Egyptian 
____________________  Late Egyptian Texts 
____________________  Introduction to Demotic 
____________________  Demotic Texts 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  400-level course in Egyptian  ______________________ 
____________________  Egyptian History 
____________________  Egyptian History 
____________________  Egyptian History 
    Note: History requirement includes history seminar offered at 
    Least once in two years where appropriate 
____________________  Art or Archaeology of Egypt 
____________________  Art or Archaeology of Egypt 
____________________  Art or Archaeology of Egypt 
____________________  History or Archaeology of Western Asia or Aegean 
____________________  History or Archaeology of Western Asia or Aegean 
____________________  History or Archaeology of Western Asia or Aegean 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
____________________  Second Language _______________________ 
    Note: Usually Akkadian, Hittite, Hebrew, Arabic or Greek 
____________________  Additional Work in Ancient  _____________________________ 
____________________   Near Eastern History, ____________________________ 
____________________   Art and Archaeology, ____________________________ 
____________________   Religion, or Linguistics __________________________ 
 
Note: A full load of three courses a quarter should leave the student time to pursue other subjects by 
auditing courses or studying on his/her own.  It is expected that students will be reading extensively in 
addition to assigned course work, since no program of courses can possibly cover all the materials a student 
should know. 
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For the purpose of specialization within Egyptology, the following historical periods are 
designated together with their corresponding stage of the Egyptian language: 
 
Period of Interest     Language of Interest
Old Kingdom      Old Egyptian 
Middle Kingdom     Middle Egyptian 
New Kingdom      Late Egyptian 
Third Intermediate Period    Late Egyptian 
Saite-Ptolemaic Period    Demotic 
Roman Period      Demotic or Coptic 
 
 
Comprehensive examinations 
 
The comprehensive exams in Egyptology will consist of the following: 
 
1. Language of the Period of Interest (full) 
2. Civilization of the Period of Interest (half) 
3. One exam in each of the other four stages of Egyptian language that fall outside of the  
     Period of Interest (four half exams) 
4. Hieratic (half; may be combined with Middle or Late Egyptian) 
5. Egyptian History of all periods (full) 
 
Minimum Course Requirements: 
 
The following course sequences have the specified minimum requirements:   
 
Second Language: B (3.0) average overall in three courses at the second-year level of the 
       language; or, if prior competency is claimed at admission to the program, a B (3.0)  
       average overall in two courses at the third-year level 
Ancient Near Eastern History: B (3.0) average overall in the one-year sequence 
Art and Archaeology of Egypt: B (3.0) average overall in three courses 


